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War Crimes 


If we are totally afraid of seeing our actions in Indochina as murderous and 
criminal, we will not allow ourselves to see them at all. The consequence of that is that 
we will perpetuate them. 

To place great importance on avoiding and denying the perception that our actions are 
not merely "mistakes" but crimes leads to accepting a very blurred and distorted 
picture of what our actions and their humans! consequences 3 are ; for (we know this, from 
glimpses that break through defenses) these actions cannot, in fact, be looked at very 
closely without appearing brutal, indefensible, culpable. 

Thus, the argument for bringing charges of criminality out into the open is to 
break down perceptual defenses against seeing the process of war, and our part in it, 
clearly for what it is. The aim is to short-circuit barriers to perception and xstis 
discussion—xkxt. of what we are doing to the people and countries of - L ndochina—that 
have been erected almost unconsciously to prevent just such charges or self-accusations. 

Ey raising such charges, at last, in wavs that cannot simply be dismissed as hysterical 
leftist rhetoric—in courts, in Congress, in Establishment media—one may admit to 
widespread consciousness data which—in bearing upon such charges—is even more significantly 
relevant to choices of future policy in Indochina. 

Moreover, to see some of these actions as criminal in a legal sense may be to cause 
people to confront the question of why they were once XBgarriKdxssxJflasjiHHfeiB prohibited 
on the basis of treaties and agreements, even for wartime; and of how far we may have 
come in acceptance of practices onee regarded as so abhorrent that all parties even in 
wartime could agree to reject them. The existence of prior laws dramatises this 
aspect of movement in values and perceptions; and suggests the possibility of moving back. 
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